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Chairman    Gerald Nicholls, 19 Aldrens Lane, Lancaster LA1 2DT 
& Editor Telephone :  Home: 01524 846476. 
 e-mail: Gez.Stagecoachnorthwest@btinternet.com 
Secretary  Maurice Brown, 192 Alvechurch Road, West Heath, Birmingham B31 3PW 
& Membership: Telephone  : 0121 624 8641 
 e-mail:  maurice@gb-bg.co.uk   
Website: Mark Richards 
 e-mail:  mark@icrs.co.uk   
Treasurer: Frank Gold 
Sub Editors  

Preservation and Rallies: Maurice Brown ï as above 
 
Area Representatives 
Eastern Counties -  Chris James, 13 Station Road, Reedham, Norwich NR13 3TA 
  e-mail: chrisj@gb-bg.co.uk 
London  Gerald Nicholls,  as above 
The Midlands  - Dave Francis, 
  e-mail: dave47549@hotmail.com 
North East - Lee Wardle 
  e-mail: leepaulwardle@yahoo.co.uk 
North West  - Gerald Nicholls,  as above 
Scotland  -  Arthur Morse details to follow 
South West  - Geoff Colclough, Tim & Simon Jennings 
Ireland Michael OôReily 
Sightings  - Arthur & Debbie Shelton, 111 Rodney Close, Birmingham, B16 8DP 

  e-mail:  rovingart@aol.com 
Fleet Listings  - Ken Pitt, 52, Loxley Close, Church Hill South, Redditch, B98 9JG 
  e-mail: Kenneth.pitt06@btinternet.com 
 

Noticeboard 
 

      Group News 
Wanted - Compilers 
We need volunteer members who are computer literate and can spare a few hours a month to 
update the GB Bus Data Files. We need compilers for ï Wales, Scotland and Preservation books.  
Assisting with the books helps fund the society with royalties and so keeps the membership 
subscription at a reasonable level. If you are interested and wish to know more please contact 
Maurice Brown 
 
AGM 
We are proposing to hire a preserved vehicle at our AGM on 14th February 2009 and visit a couple 
of garages in the Birmingham area before the start of AGM. It was also suggested that perhaps 
members would like to make it a weekend gathering, where members cars could be used on the 
Sunday to ferry members around the West Midlands to do some spotting. 
Before we can go ahead with arrangements, we need to know in advance if members are 
interested in participating in the visits. So if you are interested in the Saturday visit or the weekend 
one, would you please let me know ASAP? 
You can write, email or telephone me at address on page 2  
Thanks 

Maurice Brown  

Magazine 
The deadline for the December magazine is Friday 28th November 2008.  
 

mailto:Kenneth.pitt06@btinternet.com
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Scottish Area Rep 
Just to let you know - Thomas Graham, the Scottish Area rep, has resigned the position for 
personal reasons. Arthur Moorse has volunteered to take on the job. So welcome aboard and 
thanks for volunteering. 
Magazine news content 
We need more members to supply the magazine with news items. At present there are only a 
handful of members doing so. We have a large number of members in the South East, East 
Midlands and Wales ï but we are receiving hardly any reports from theses areas. All we are asking 
is ï can you just send in a few lines, a lot of you are out spotting and talking to other enthusiasts, 
some of you belong to other enthusiast societies, news groups and even work in the industry. You 
can email your reports to the editor; if you havenôt got a computer you can telephone or send me 
(Secretary) a handwritten report, which I will type up for the magazine 

 
Membership Details 

Membership of the GB Bus Group is £13.00 per year. This gives a monthly magazine and 20% 
discount on all HB Publications Bus Books. Please make cheques and Postal Orders to GB Bus 
Group. 
A warm welcome to: Adrian Brown (Yorkshire), Chris Barker (Kendal) Darren Clark (Middlesex), 
R.J. Davison (Bedfordshire), Paul Dredge (Surrey), Chris Johnson (Essex), Mike Perkin (Kent), Ian 
Swales (Lincoln), S. Taylor (West Midlands), Ken Walker (Lancashire), Mike Wallington (North 
Yorkshire), Paul Young (Streatham). 
 
Apologies to Nigel from Stockport, for managing to completely get his surname wrong it should 
have read COLLISON. 
New member ï Ian Swales, from Lincoln, would like to meet up with other members in the area. It 
you are interested in making contact, you can email Ian at irswales@aol.com or telephone him on 
01522 788 286 

Contributions 
Thanks go to contributors Steve White, Dave Stewart, John Nobbin, Tony Hunter, Mike Pinder, 
Steve Jenner, Mark Haldon, Malcolm H Crowe, Tony Allen, Arthur Morse, Barry Harper, John 
Nobbin, Mathew Barker at the Derby Bus Depot, Cassandra Sweeting, Geoff Siddons, Alan 
Spencer, Ian Swales, Douglas King, Tim Jennings, John Holden, Nigel Diplock, Rod Whitaker, 
Michael OôReily, The Ipswich Transport Society, Ensignbus, National Express LOTS and the PSV 
Circle. Apologies if I have missed any one. 
 

News from the Industry 
 
Islwyn Borough Transport have announced that they are selling the Kingfisher tours operation 
along with the four newest coaches in the fleet. 
National Express: have announced that they will be exiting the Dot2Dot minibus shuttle service it 
runs between Central London and Heathrow. They are looking to sell the operation, which operates 
a fleet of 51 Mercedes-Benz Sprinters and Volkswagen Crafters, as a going concern, but given the 
losses the company has sustained in such a short time of operation, doesnôt make this option likely. 
Kent Top Travel have taken over operation of the Park and Ride services in Canterbury, using 
four Double Deckers and five Enviro 200Darts. 
Rossendale Transport have pruned back their service 16 ñCity Smartò from Weir to Manchester 
due to very poor passenger loadings, they are knocking back to just a couple of peak hour journeys 
from November 3rd.  
Oxford Bus Company have been successful in gaining the contract to operate services for 
Brookes University in the city from mid 2009, Stagecoach have operated these for the past few 
years now using dedicated Dennis Trident / Enviro 400s 
Optare have settled on a new site for its manufacturing base in Blackburn, the 280,00sq ft former  
Walkers Steel factory, three times the size of its current factory taken over when it purchased East  

mailto:irswales@aol.com
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Lancs. All models, except for the Solo will be manufactured in Blackburn. 
Leeds Alternative Travel, the largest provider of specialist and community transport in West 
Yorkshire, is to join the HCT Group adding 13 minibuses and one coach to the group.  
Stagecoach is expanding its US Megabus operation having placed a US$60m order for 96 Van 
Hool TD915 double deck coaches. They are to be deployed in the Midwest and North East sectors. 
You may recall mention of Browns of Edinburgh having their licence revoked back in April, they 
appealed against the decision of the Traffic Commissioner, and as such have continued to operate, 
however the appeal has failed and they have now been banned from operating for four years. 
The former Yorkshire Traction depot at Upper Sheffield Rd, Barnsley was vacated on October 
19th. With operations moving to Wakefield Rd and a temporary outstation, for the coaching unit, at 
Harborough Hill.  
Arriva North East have announced that the depot at Loftus is to close from January 17th 2009, Of 
the services currently operated the X3/X4 will move to Redcar, the 65 to Stockton along with the 
Loftus portion of the X56. The outstation at Whitby is not affected. 
Stagecoach in Cambridge have placed a £3 million pound order, in preparation for the opening of 
the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway next year. Twenty will be supplied, ten Volvo B7RLE/ Wright 
Eclipse single decks and ten Scania N230UD/ ADL Enviro 400 double decks, all will run on 100% 
bio fuel and will feature leather seats, WiFi real time information and air conditioning. 
 

London Tender News 
 

Starting May 30th 2009 
E1 Greenford ï Ealing  
Retained by First Centrewest (G) with 7 new double decks 
E2 Greenford - Brentford 
Retained by Metroline (AH) with 15 new double decks 
E3 Greenford - Chiswick 
Retained by First Centrewest (G) with 26 new double decks 
E5 Perivale ï Havelock Estate 
Retained by First Centrewest (G) with 11 new double decks 
E7 Ruislip - Ealing 
Retained by First Centrewest (G) with 10 new single decks 
E8 Brentford - Ealing 
Retained by Metroline (AH) with 10 new single decks 
E9 Yeading ï Ealing, Haven Green 
Retained by First Centrewest (G) with 8 new single decks 
E10 Ealing ï Islip Manor (will be extended to Chiswick Park) 
Retained by First (Centrewest) wit 10 new single decks 

Starting August 29th 2009 
64 New Addington ï Croydon Mayday Hospital  
Retained by Metrobus (C)  with 14 new double decks 

Starting September 5th 2009 
672 Woolwich ï Woolwich Polytechnic 
Retained by Selkent (PD) with 2 existing double decks 

 

West Midlands Service News 
 
Service 002 - Travel Ludlow will now have a Sunday service running 6 journeys from 26th October  
Service 004 - Travel Ludlow will now have a Sunday service running every hour from 26th October 
Service 7- Coastal Liner re-introduced on contract to Staffordshire CC 7th September 
Service 8 - Warstones Green Bus timetable is amended so that there is now only an off-peak service on 
contract Staffordshire County Council from 09th November 2008.  
Service 9 - Warstones Green bus commercial is withdrawn from 9th November 
Service 14A - TWM will now terminate at Marston Green Station from 2nd November 
 Service 14B - TWM introduce Birmingham - Marston Green evenings and Sundays only from 2nd 
November 
Service 23 - Travel A2Z reduce the number of journeys and change route in Bloxwich from 26th October. 
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 Service 25 ï Central Connect will now operate on Saturdays under contract to Centro from 5th October. 
 Service 69 - Arriva Midlands North introduce a new service between Wolverhampton and Cannock every 30 
minutes Monday - Saturday daytime from 26th October 2008.  
 Service 81 - Diamond service Centro contract is retained. Sunday journeys will now end earlier due to low 
patronage from 26 October.   
 Service 88 - Coach Express service is withdrawn from 18th November 
 Service X95 - Choice Travel service is withdrawn from 23rd November 
 Service 97 ï Diamond will operate the service from 2nd November from Central Connect 
Service 97 - A Line of Coventry will have a reduction in the number of trips from 6 to 4 per direction from 
26th October. 
 Service 110 - Arriva now goes via St. Chads Queensway in Birmingham with minor timetable amendments 
since 28th September 2008.  
 Service 115 - Arriva Midlands North now serves Corporation Street, Tamworth and has major timetable 
amendments on Saturdays since 28th September 2008.  
 Service 116 - Arriva Midlands North now serves Corporation Street with a timetable amendment during 
peaks since 28th September 2008.  
 Service 311/313 - TWM will have timetable amendments in AM and PM peaks from 23rd November 2008.  
 Service 319 - Arriva Midlands North service  is withdrawn from 26th October 2008.  
 Service 355 - TWM is now renumbered and extended to Druids Heath, Walsall every 30 mins, Monday - 
Saturday daytime from 26th October 2008.  
Service 404 - Diamond bus service reverts back to its previous identity of 404E from 30th November 2008.  
 Service 404B - Diamond bus service is withdrawn from 30th November 2008.  
 Service 404H - Diamond bus service has a increased frequency from 30 mins to 20 mins from 30th 
November 2008 
 Service 405 - Diamond bus will operate every 30 mins from 30th November 2008.  
 Service 530 - Banga Bus have additional journeys added with a 30 minute frequency Monday - Saturday 
from 26th October 2008.  
 Service 530 - Choice Travel 530 will now have additional journeys added due to award of Centro contract 
from 26th October 2008.  
 Service 535 - Banga Bus service is withdrawn. Only 1 early morning journey will be run from 26th October 
2008.  
 Service 545 - Banga Bus has a timetable reduction from 26th October 2008.  
 

Fleet News 

 

Arriva 
 
Classic Coaches: Re registered is Berkhof bodied Volvo B10M 8701 (V1NFC) to WSV571 a most 
impressive vehicle when it worked the North East ïBlackpool service on October 30th 
London: Ten new 10.2m Enviro200Darts have been delivered into E for route 491 

ENL10 LJ58AVT ENL13 LJ58AVX ENL16 LJ58AWA ENL19 LJ58AWG 

ENL11 LJ58AVU ENL14 LJ58AVY ENL17 LJ58AWC ENL20 LJ58AVE 

ENL12 LJ58AVV ENL15 LJ58AVZ ENL18 LJ58AWF 
  Just a handful of movements DDL18 TH - TC: DLA142, 143 AD - WN: DLA144 AD - N: PDL61 E - 

DX:  
Midlands: The eight Optare Solo SRs have now arrived at Derby 

2905 YJ58CCA 2907 YJ58CCE 2909 YJ58CCK 2911 YJ58CCO 

2906 YJ58CCD 2908 YJ58CCF 2910 YJ58CCN 2912 YJ58CCU 
These are being followed by 15 Scania N230UB4x2EB Omnicitys B41F which began arriving 
through Hull docks in mid October 

3552 YR58SRO 3556 YR58SRY 3560 YR58SSO 3564 YR58SSZ 

3553 YR58SRU 3557 YR58SRZ 3561 YR58SSU 3565 YR58STX 

3554 YR58SRV 3558 YR58SSJ 3562 YR58SSV 3566 YR58STZ 

3555 YR58SRX 3559 YR58SSK 3563 YR58SSX 
  Mini Pointer Dart 2274 (FK52MML) has transferred from Burton to Derby with Dart SLF/ALX200  
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2215 (R45VJF) moving in the opposite direction. 
Leicester is also receiving new vehicles in the shape of Volvo B7RLE/Wright Eclipse B45Fs 

3900 FJ58HYH 3904 FJ58HYN 3908 FJ58HYS 3911 FJ58HYV 

3901 FJ58HYK 3905 FJ58HYO 3909 FJ58HYT 3912 FJ58HYW 

3902 FJ58HYL 3906 FJ58HYP 3910 FJ58HYU 3913 FJ58HYX 

3903 FJ58HYM 3907 FJ58HYR 
    Once all in service 8 VDL SB200/Wright single decks will move to Wigston with 1 DAF DB250/East 

Lancs and 1 Dart SLF/Plaxton and then 13 VDL BD250/Wright double decks will move from 
Wigston to Thurmaston releasing Volvo Olympians which will replace Scania double decks there 
and at Leicester Southgates.  
Vehicles sold to Ensign are Citybuses 4325, 4329 and 4333. Of which 4325 and 4329 have been 
loaned to Geldardôs Coaches, Leeds 
A single Optare is also on order for Shrewsbury due shortly. 
North East: The final few Optare Solos have now arrived at Darlington. 2848 (YJ58CBF), 2849 
(YJ58CBO), 2850 (YJ58CBU) and 2851 (YJ58BCV).  
MPD 1710 (V710DNL) is due to move to Bishop Auckland imminently to displace Optare Metrorider 
916 (R916JNL) to Redcar. Several vehicles are now stored at Ashington, including Metroriders 
913/37, 2602, 9965 (R913JNL, L700BUS, M622PDP, L603FHN), plus a further Metrorider and an 
ECW bodied Olympian. Optare Metrorider 897 (P56XTN) has moved from Loftus to Redcar, though 
it is not known yet if it is for service there or storage.   
North West & Wales: Dennis Darts 1160 (M160WKA) and 1166 (M166WKA) are now both at St 
Helens. More new VDL SB220 / Wright Pulsars, this time at Bolton are 2681 (CX58EVB), 2683 
(CX58EVD), 2685 (CX58EVG), 2686 (CX58EVH). This has released Dennis Darts 1234, 1235, 
1237 and 1243 to Wythenshawe. Neoplans 6404, 6408, 6409 and 6412 have been withdrawn, 
ready for onward sale 
The Original Tour: DAF/Plaxton President DLP201 has been re registered as 201KYD 
The Shires: Olympians 5124 and 5170 have been sold for scrap. 
Yorkshire: Just being delivered into Heckmondwicke, for use on service 268 between Bradford 
and Dewsbury are the first, of a total of 14 Volvo B9TL / ADL Enviro 400s H45/35Fs  

1900 YJ58FHA 1904 YJ58FHE 1908 YJ58FHK 1911 YJ58FHN 

1901 YJ58FHB 1905 YJ58FHF 1909 YJ58FHL 1912 YJ58FHO 

1902 YJ58FHC 1906 YJ58FHG 1910 YJ58FHM 1913 YJ58FHP 

1903 YJ58FHD 1907 YJ58FHH 
    They are to be adorned with Mr Men or Little Miss characters  to honour the creator of them, Roger 

Hargreaves, who hails from Cleckheaton. 
Enviro 200 demonstrator SN56AWZ is currently seeing use at Dewsbury prior to receiving 17 of the 
type early next year. The bus was due to move onto Arriva Midlands at the end of October. 822-
825 (L822-825NWY) have moved to the pool fleet ex Heckmondwike. DAF 57 (YD02RJO) has also 
moved to pool following an accident in late September. 
 

 First Group 
 
Berkshire: Sold to Erith Commercials for scrap have been 64815, 64817 and 64819 
Eastern Counties: The new Volvo B9TL/ Wright Eclispe Gemini double decks is now being 
delivered for operation on the X1 Excel service for which they carry branding, noted so far we have 

37563 AU58ECA 37566 AU58ECE 37569 AU58ECN 37573 AU58ECX 

37564 AU58ECC 37567 AU58ECF 37571 AU58ECV 37579 AU58EDK 

37565 AU58ECD 37568 AU58ECJ 37572 AU58ECA 
  Once all are in service the Plaxtons currently used on the route should be dispersed as this 20111 

to Hampshire, 20114, 20117, 20119, 20120, 20141, 20142, 20502-509 Glasgow, 20121, 20123, 
20124 Edinburgh 20500, 205021 Essex. 
Essex: Currently residing at Clacton, thought not necessarily entering service there are several 
Volvo B7RLE/Wrights transferred down from Manchester 66807-810, 814-816, 818 and 819. 
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Glasgow: Transferred into Scotsun have been Solos 40847 (SA02BZS), 40965 (SJ03DNY) and 
40966 (SJ03DOA) along with Volvos 61263, 61264, 61268, 61347 and 61498 
London: The first of the new 9.9m Enviro 400s for route 191 have just started to arrive at  
Northumberland Park. The batch here will go up to DN33543 

DN33527 SN58CDY DN33531 SN58CEJ DN33535 SN58CEV DN33539 SN58CFD 

DN33528 SN57CDZ DN33532 SN58CEK DN33536 SN58CEX DN33540 SN58CFE 

DN33529 SN58CEA DN33533 SN58CEO DN33537 SN58CEY DN33541 SN58CFF 

DN33530 SN58CEF DN33534 SN58CEU DN33538 SN58CFA 
  Following on from this batch will be DN33544 to DN33574, the first few having been already 

delivered into Dagenham for route 365 we have DN33544 (SN58CFK), DN33545 (SN58CFL), 
DN33546 (SN58CFM), DN33547 (SN58CFO) and DN33548 (SN58CFP). 
Re allocations have been VNL32209 X - ON: TN32801 X - H: TN32809 H - G: TNL32928 X - H: 
DML41243, 41245 UX - ON: DML41435, 41436 DM - H: DM41681 - 41687 H - DM: DM41790 ON - 
DM: More temporary moves are expected shortly as ibus fitment is to commence any time now. 
Manchester: The school bus taken over from Stagecoach 28904 has received fleet number 68219 
(FX55KMU). A couple of missing regs from the Volvo B9s are 37397 (MX58DXH), 37410 
(MX58DXZ), 37412 (MX58DYC), 37413 (MX58DYD), 37414 (MX58DYF) and 37416 (MX58DYH). 
 (Huddersfield) Two Volvo B9TL/Wright Eclipse have been transferred in from Manchester 37288 
(MX07BSZ) and 37289 (MX07BTE) to be used on route 184. 
(Leeds) Two Volvo B7/ Wight Eclipse are now at Cherry Row, after quite a spell on loan to other 
First Group companies in the South West 69340 (YJ08CEF) and 69348 (YJ08CFA). 
 

Go Ahead Group 
 

Brighton & Hove: I donôt think Iôve mentioned the new Scania Omnilink B43F single decks that are 
now in service 51  (YN58BCE), 52 (YN58BCF), 53 (YN58BCK), 54 (YN58BCO), 55 (YN58BCU), 
56 (YN58BCV) and 57 (YN58BCY). They all carry branding for ñShuttle 50ò. 
London: The first of the ex ELBG Citaro bendis has been noted in service from Camberwell (Q) 
MAL120 (LX03HDV) ex 23030. PVL57, 65 move SW-AF: WVL212 was involved in a serious 
collision with a tram and a car in Croydon on September 7th and is currently awaiting evaluation. 
Metrobus: Several service changes took place on September 13th with quite a few re allocations 
taking place; 217-219 MB-C: 260-268 C-MB: 274-277 C-CYw: 286 C-MB: 287-289 MB-CYu: 319 
C-CYw: 334, 703-705 MB-C: 947-950 CY-C: Tridents 427 and 428 have been sold to Wealden 
PSV (dealer) 
North East: More new Mercedes-Benz Citaros are to be added, Silver ones for new ñSilver 
Arrowsò service 2A/2C which will replace parts of services 73, 74, 77 and the X8. Red ones will be 
used on a revised X3 service.  
Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7083 (Y783MFT) is being used on service X10 Newcastle - Middlesbrough 
on an experimental basis for three weeks during October to asses suitability.  
Trident / East Lancs 38/0372(V803EBR) & (W182SCU) have had its Coaster branding removed, its 
front end painted pink, with Angel fleet name and is now working for Chester-le-Street. Percy Main 
has Scania Omnicity 5262/4 (NK56KJX/Y) in exchange, which has lost Angel branding and had its 
front and rear painted cream.  
More fleet movements of late 3824/5 (S824/5OFT), 4923 (X923WGR) to Percy Main: 613/5/7 
(NM02DNU, VU52UEE, MX53FEF), 3952 (H550PVW), 3955 (G528VBB), 4912 (X912WGR) to 
Stanley: 3896/7 (R254/5LGH),  4922 (X922WRG) to Gateshead: 4941 (NK51OLC) to Washington: 
3953/6/60/1 (G522/9/46/5VBB), 8212/3 (V212/3ERG), 8290/2 (S726KNV, T438EBD) to Chester-le-
Street: 8216/7 (V216/7ERG), 4823-5 (P323-5AFT) to Winlaton: 4865 (S865ONL), 3812/3 
(S812/3FVK) to Ashington.  
Southern Vectis: The remaining buses of the current order of new Scania Omnicity double decks 
have now arrived on the island and are in use on routes 2, 3, 4 and 14. Eleven more are on order.  

1105 HW58ARU 1109 HW58ASU 1112 HW58ASZ 1115 HW58ATN 

1106 HW58ARX 1110 HW58ASV 1113 HW58ATF 1116 HW58ATO 

1107 HW58ARZ 1111 HW58ASX 1114 HW58ATK 1117 HW58ATU 
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1108 HW58ASO 
      Unilink: The fleet number noted last month are confirmed with other Scanias now in service is 

1302 (HF58GZG), 1307 (HF58GZM) and 1308 (HF58GZN). 
Wilts & Dorset: The fleet numbers for the buses last month are 1118-1123, with an addition, 
making seven altogether, 1124 (HF58GZD) they carry branding for the X3 Bournemouth-Ringwood 
-Salisbury 
  

National Express Group  
 
Travel London: Three 8.9m B26F ADL Enviro200Darts have been delivered into Beddington Farm 
for route 434 8107 (YX58DTV), 8108 (YX58DTY) and 8109 (YX58DTZ).  
 

Rotala  
 
Central Connect: A couple of vehicles added of late are ADL Mini Pointer Darts B29F EU06KNR 
and DK56LWJ. The former has been noted at Ludlows of late. 
Diamond Bus: The next batch of Plaxton Centro bodied Volvo B7RLEs are now in service 

812 BX58AOO 815 BX58APK 817 BX58AON 819 BX58AOU 

813 BX58AOZ 816 BX58AOY 818 BX58AOV 820 BX58AOW 

814 BX58APF 
      Wessex Connect: Currently in Bristol, transferred from Diamond, are Dennis Dart SLFs 434 

(T448EBD) and 470 (P736RYL) whist heading in the opposite direction are Darts T156OGC and 
T159OGC 
 

Stagecoach 
 
Bluebird: Aberdeen have just received five new ADL Trident 2 / Enviro 400s 19374 (SV58BMY), 
19375 (SV58BMZ), 19376 (SV58BNA), 19377 (SV58BNB) and 19378 (SV58BND) 
Devon & Somerset:  Latest happenings from here, Volvo B10M 20479 (R479MCW) has been 
scrapped, now at Wellington pending disposal are 42035 (P110HCH), 42036 (P115HCH), 41350 
(N614DKR), whilst moving there in reserve we have 32636 (P636PGP), 40460 (N344OBC), 42117 
(S117JFJ), 49609 (V778HGG), 49614 (BU03ZYN) and 60002 (SW03OYC). Olympian 14263 
(J123XHH) has arrived at Wellington from West where it had been in store at Stroud. Optare Solo 
47081 (WA04TWU) has moved from Exeter to Wellington with Dart 32431 (N731XDV moving the 
other way. Lastly Volvo B10M 20482 (R482MCW) has moved to Honiton from Exeter.  
A couple of Devon vehicles moving depots 18302, 18329 Exeter to Torquay with 1838 and 18384 
moving in the opposite direction 
East Kent & Hastings: Volvo Olympians 16342 (N342NPN) and 16344 (N344NPN) have arrived 
from Aldershot, 16342 at Hastings and 16344 at Thanet. Leyland Olympian 14823 is now at 
Ashford and Scania 15335 has moved to Herne Bay from Folkestone. Volvo B10M 20620 is now 
residing at Folkestone. 
East Midlands: More movements to record 14356 (K356DWJ) res - dis: 14996 (L648MYG), 14997 
(L649MYG) GY-LI: 14999 (L651MYG) res - LI: 15224 (F104XCW) LI - res: 15952 (WOI2002) res - 
SK: 15956 (MBZ7142) SK - res: 16346 (N346MPN), 16348 (N348MPN) 16394 (N394MPN) res - 
GY: 16431, 16436, 16437 res - GY: 16461 (S161RET) WP - res: 16472 (K102RWJ) SP - GH: 
16473 (K103RWJ) res - SP: 16481 (N131AET) MD - res: 16499 (P149KWJ) res - SK: 16732 
(N732LTN) SK - SP: 16735 (N735LTN) GY - WP: 16736 (N736LTN) GY - MD: 16918 (FX55AZU) 
LI - GH: 20493 (M603VHE) GY - LI: 20497 (M607VHE) LI - GY: 22417 (FX06AVG) GH - LI: 30157 
(N326JTL) SH - SP: 39994 (RTE483) LI - NK: 52145 (K575DFS), 52379 (P179PRH) res - trainer: 
52378 (P178PRH) res - GH:  
East Scotland: 
(Rennies) Three coaches have been re registered prior to disposal 52012 (E937XSB), 52017 
(FE698NNH) and 52018 (F555TMH). 
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(Strathtay) The depot at Dundee has moved away from Seagate Bus Station to 1 Smeaton Rd,  
Gourdie Ind Est, DD2 4UT  
Highlands: Five new ADL Trident 2 / Enviro400s are now operating here 19369 (SV58BLN), 
19370 (SV58BLX), 19371 (SV58BLZ), 19372 (SV58BMO) and 19373 (SV58BMU) 
Manchester: More new Enviro 400s this month split between Stockport and Princess Rd 

19391 MX58FSE 19396 MX58FSL 19400 MX58FSS 19404 MX58FSZ 

19392 MX58FSF 19397 MX58FSN 19401 MX58FSU 19405 MX58FTA 

19393 MX58FSG 19398 MX58FSO 19402 MX58FSV 19406 MX58FTC 

19394 MX58FSJ 19399 MX58FSP 19403 MX58FSY 19407 MX58FTD 

19395 MX58FSK 
      A few transfers taking place see Volvo Olympians 17635-17637 move ST-HE and 16749, 16752, 

16753, 16756 and 16757 ST-PS: 16505, 16744 HE-PS:   
Merseyside: A few Volvo B10Ms have been transferred to North West; 20301 (L301PSC) and 
20306 (L306PSC) at Barrow, 20309 (L309PSC), 20661 (K791DAO) and 20702 (K702DAO) into 
store at Morecambe along with 20725 (K725DAO) and Darts 33174and 34213 which arrive on 
October 21st. These two Darts moved onward to Carlisle on the 24th being replaced by a further 
two, 33162 and 34216. Then on October 28th 34048 and 34212 arrived to join the others at 
Morecambe. 20720 is another B10M now in Magicbus colours. 
North West. Trident 17016 was moved up to Lillyhall this morning, October 18th, ready to be 
converted into an open top. Its last run being the 500 Ripley - Overton  17012 and 17015 are 
almost complete the first two and half upper deck window bays have been kept (a couple of not 
particularly good shots are on Gez.fotopic.net), a few minor jobs to be done on 17012 and it will 
head to Preston for certification the week after next. as been noted they are in three tone Green in 
Stagecoach Style and Mel was saying they are looking at running them on bio fuel. 
Titan 11100 is now for disposal after its engine failure a few weeks ago, sitting at the back of 
Morecambe yard at the moment, and the last Merc 709, at Lancaster 40641, will be scrapped 
10179 was still plying its trade on the Seatoller service on October 18th. 
South: Catching up with developments here; a pair of new Optare Solo M880SLs, the SL standing 
for Slimline, have been delivered to Aldershot for use on route 15 which has been re launched as 
ñScootò they feature a stylised scooter on the sides. 47625 (GX08HBJ) and 47626 (GX08HBK). 
Mercedes 709Ds 40911 (N911NAP) and 40969 (N969NAP) have been sold, the former  to 
Chepstow Classic Buses. Former Ribble ECW bodied Olympian, a long time pet at Basingstoke, 
14138 (A138MRN) has finally succumbed and has been sold to Chepstow Classic Buses. Dennis 
Dart 32074 (M74JVO) has been sold to Nu Venture (Aylesford) and similar 32092 (M92WBW) has 
been sold to Fleetlink (dealer). More Tridents from Manchester are 18193 (MX54LRA) and 18311 
(KX05TWJ) this time to Chichester. 16269 BE-AR: 16306, 16307 CR-PM: 16356 PM-res: 20667, 
20668 CR-res: 32077, 32091 WG-BE: 32625, 32627 CR-WG: 33029, 33033, 34020 res - PM: 
34108 res-CR: 33816 res - CR: A raft of movements are about to take place following the arrival at 
Portsmouth of the following batch of Enviro 300s I should have full details of movements for next 
time. 

27553 GX58GME 27558 GX58GMV 27563 GX58GNK 27567 GX58GNU 

27554 GX58GMF 27559 GX58GMY 27564 GX58GNN 27568 GX58GNV 

27555 GX58GMG 27560 GX58GMZ 27565 GX58GNO 27569 GX58GNY 

27556 GX58GMO 27561 GX58GNF 27566 GX58GNP 27570 GX58GNZ 

27557 GX58GMU 27562 GX58GNJ 
    Wales: Period 5 and 6 fleet movements consist:- 20806, 25101 d/l - MR: 33613 CP - d/l: 34045 

ADL - CP: 41421 PT - d/l: 41426 CN - PT: 47627, 47628, 47630 new - CN: 47629, 47631 on loan 
to Torquay: 47632 (CN58BYA) new - d/l: 52274 BR - d/l: 52278 CN - BR: 59601 CN - dis: 
West Scotland: Artic 51062 (N562SJF) has seen use at Ardrossan whilst 51061 has been noted 
working out of Dumfries. Cumnock has been using MAN /Wright Meridien SF08OFY of late. Titan 
10410 (KYV410X) has been scrapped. 32058 and 40601 are now in reserve. 22534 (SF57LVC) 
has moved to Cumnock from Ayr. 
Yorkshire: Now at Barnsley, transferred from Rapsons are Volvo B12B/Jonckherre Mistral 52677 
(FN04JZR) and 52678 (FN04JZT). 52677 should be re registered as 1901HE soon. Two ex Hong 



10 

Kong Olympians 13601 (BIW4977) and 13627 (HIL8410) have arrived at Barnsley for use on 
school contracts to Darton High School, they had latterly been in store with West. A few other 
movements 16485 (N135AET), 16490 (N140AET), 16491 (N141AET), 16493 (N143AET), 16497 
(P152KWJ), 16582 (R582VJA), 16583 (R583JVA), 16584 (R584JVA), 32066 (M59VJO), 32415 
(N415MBW) and 32418 (N418MBW) all Chesterfield to disposal, will be heading to East Midlands, 
32364 (R714YWC) and 32421 (N421MBW) are now in use as driver CPC training vehicles 
 

Transdev 
 
London United:  A swap around of Scanias has seen SO1-4 move V-S with SP30-33 heading in 
the opposite direction. DPS571-579 are now delicenced at HH. 
Yellow Buses: Eleven Optare Versa B38F were delivered in September for use on route 1a, they 
are 18-28 and carry registrations T**TYB following the fleet numbers so 25 is T25TYB etc 
York: The former Top Line  and Veolia fleets are now acquiring fleet numbers DAF 1000 
(YJ51ELX), Optare Solos 1260 (MX05ELU), 1261 (MX05EMJ) 1262 (MX05EMK), 1263 
(YJ56WUT), 1264 (YJ56WUU), 1265 (YJ56WUV) 1266 (YJ56WUW), Olympians 2001 (F349WSC), 
2002 (L778SNO), 2003 (L779SNO), Metrobuses 4001 (BYX115V), 4002 (BYX118V), 4003 
(GYE603W), 4004 (B241WUL), 4005 (C426BUV), 4006 (C426BUV), 4007 (C174KBT), 4008 
(E308MSG), 4009 (T407SMV), 4010 (T408SMV) and 4011 (T409SMV) 
 

Independents 
 

Central England 
Centrebus: Three Northern Counties bodied Darts have been transferred to Dunstable from 
Huddersfield N430CHL, N431CHL and N432CHL with the Orange, white and blue livery particularly 
suited. 
Linburg Touring: A recent arrival is a Leyland Tiger /Plaxton Paramount OUI6372 which waas 
new to London and Country as A112EPA. 
TM Travel: Two East Lancs rebodied Leyland Tigers have arrived from Stagecoach East Midlands 
BSG550W (ex 25807) and KSP329X (ex 25810). Also here now is T112AUA a DAF / Ikarus Blue 
Danube from Alfa of Leyland. 

Eastern Counties 
Carter (Colchester): ADL Enviro 400 double decker AY58CYJ entered service in September. 
Another arrival is a Leyland Olympian, Northern Counties F285DRJ. The vehicle is for a new 
contract and was previously with Stagecoach Manchester. Another vehicle in the fleet is Dennis 
Dart Plaxton Pointer R707YWC 
Chambers (Bures): Two Volvo Jonckeereôs M625ORJ and M630KVU have passed to Weston & 
Partners 
M & R Travel: Two Mercedes seen here are Y233MEN and DG51UPR 
Perry (Woolpit): Toyota Optimo R696FGV has moved to Smith of Blofield 
Simonds (Diss): Volvo B10m Van Hool JGV929 reverted back to its original registration 
(R486AVG) and sold to Moseley Wellington 
Squirrell (Hitcham): Arrived from Thandi of Smethwick is Mercedes Hispano Y369UOM 
Stephenson (Rochford):  A new arrivals are Optare Solo M880SL EU08WND and M780SL 
MX07NTF, the latter previously with the defunct Vale of Manchester and is only on loan pending 
delivery of a new one. Several Olympians have been sold to MacPherson A512EJF, C46KBE and 
C47KBE. 
Suffolk Acre: Vehicle reported on demonstration here is Renault Master BX08HVK 
Talisman: Two vehicles withdrawn are Setraôs JSU282 and SSU331 - have gone to Cyprus 

London / Greater London 
Big Bus Company: The last two Visionaires are DA209 (PF08USB) and DA210 (PF08USC). 
Carousel Buses: Three more former Metroline Dennis Dart SLF / Marshall have been added 
S513KFL, S514KFL and S523KFL. The three ex Metrobus Dennis Trident/Eats Lancs T401SMV,  
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T402SMV and T403SMV are being withdrawn and will be sold 
East London Bus Group: The latest batch of new vehicles are 9.3m Enviro200Darts B24D which 
are allocated to Plumstead and are now in service for route 386  

36027 LX58CCN 36030 LX58CCV 36033 LX58CDF 36036 LX58CDO 

36028 LX58CCO 36031 LX58CCY 36034 LX58CDK 36037 LX58CDU 

36029 LX58CCU 36032 LX58CDE 36035 LX58CDN 
  Plumstead is due for ibus fitment in mid October and as cover several Metroline Tridents are  in 

use, with TA57 67, 74 and 76 from Cricklewood noted. 
Several Dennis Tridents have been bought from Metrobus 18875 ex 402, 18877 ex 427, 18878 ex 
428, 18881 ex ET767 and 18882 currently plying their trade from Rainham on route 248. 
Movements of late have been 17510, 17770 WH - RM: 17523-17526 BK - RM: 17538, 17994 NS - 
RM: 17871, 17877, 17963 PD - RM: 17966, 17968, 17969, 17971, 17975 TB ï RM: 34272, 34313-
34315 TL - BK: 34316, 34318 TL - NS: 34319, 34320 TL - WH: 34321-34325 TL - TB: 34326, 
34327, 34387 TL - PD:  
Ensignbus: Now all in service are the new Volvo B9TL/Optare Olympus H51/31F buses  

111 PO58NPG 114 PO58NPN 117 PO58NPV 119 PO58NPY 

112 PO58NPJ 115 PO58NPP 118 PO58NPX 120 PO58NRE 

113 PO58NPK 116 PO58NPU 
    Havckney CT: Two Dennis Tridents are currently on hire from Metroline HTP1 (LN51KXP) ex 

TPL237 and HTP2 (LN51KXR) ex TPL238 
Metroline: Three more Enviro 400s were delivered into Cricklewood (W) in the first week of 
October TE912 (LK58COU), TE913 (LK58CPE) and TE914 (LK58CPF). Again quite a lot of re 
allocations have occurred recently DLD54 PA-NWw: DLD59, 61 NW-HT: DLD23 NW-AC: DLD24 
HT-AC: DLD25 HT-PB: DLD26 NW-EW: DLD43 NW-AH: DLD49 AH-EW: DLD63 NW-w: DLD65 
AH-HT: DP1003. 1005-1007 PA-AH: 1008, 1009, 1011, 1012, 1015, 1016, 1019 NW-AH: TA66, 
68-70, 72-77 W-PVu: TA100 W-PA: TPL242, 259-264 HT-W: TPL244 PV-PB: TP367-369, 374-
379, 381 W-AH: TA638-643 AH-W: Tridents DA1-6 along with Dennis darts DLD 30 and 32 are on 
loan to Travel London to cover for ibus fitment 
Regal Busways (Great Wakering): New are a pair of two Optare Solo M710SL B23Fs 204 
(YJ58CDE) and 205 (YJ58CDF). Scrapped have been Olympian OUI6275 and Dart K832SFT 
University Bus (Hatfield): Three Mercedes-Benz Citaro B42Fs have arrived of late 311 
(BN58BJJ), 312 (BN58BJK) and 313 (BN58BJL). They are usually to be found on route 655 
between Hatfield and Borehamwood via St Albans. 

North East & Yorkshire 
A Line (Pelaw): Leyland Lynx F725LRG has been withdrawn from use 
Lees (Durham): Recently acquired is Volvo B10M / Van Hool VIL3861 
Scarlet Band: The service work of Ferryhill Village Travel has been taken over along with 
Mercedes / 709D / Plaxton Beaver L635VCV.  
Travelsure (Seahouses):  A couple of new arrivals are Mercedes Varion / Autobus T76JBO and 
KB02LYN along with a DAF SB3000 / Van Hool J788KHD 
Weardale (Stanhope): A recent arrival is a former Lothian Olympian G344CSG. 

North West 
A1A (Birkenhead): The Solo mentioned last month carries fleet number 41 and an additional one 
is 42 (MX06BTE). These have been joined by two new examples 40 (MX58AAY) a M880SL and 49 
(MX58AAV) a M780SE both are 27 seaters. 
Avon Buses: Former Cardiff Bus Scania 288 (B17AVN) has been re-registered as L108VDM so is 
likely to be leaving the fleet soon. 
Blackpool Transport: A few second hand arrivals to note two former Blue Triangle Dennis 
Tridents / East Lancs arrived on October 20th PO51UMG and PO51UMJ. Five Optare Excels have 
also been purchased from Reading Buses T932-936EAN. They should take fleet numbers 222-226 
and are expected to be refurbished before entering service.  
Bubble (Burnley): Two vehicles noted of late have been Bova Futura BHZ8804 ex G897NYC and 
a Mercedes 814D LIL7910 ex J281YWJ. 
Carver:  A recent arrival is former Clarkes of London Scania K470 / Irizar YN08BJU which has  
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been re registered as PB08LEE. 
Furlongs (Kirkby): Now here is ex Shearings Volvo B10M/Jonckherre T127JBU registered as 
PSV331. 
Halton Transport: Fleet numbers are now to hand for the ex Uno Darts N421 is 65, N422 is 66 
and N424 is 67. 
Happy Als Now in service is former Dublin Olympian 94-D-193 as L102VDM 
Huggins: Former Dublin Olympian L991UTU has been re registered to GIG 2508 
RML Travel (Hanley): Now here is Mercedes-Benz 709D / Alexander Sprint L342FWO now 
registered as J555RML. 
Speedwellbus (Hyde): Another pair of double deckers have been acquired for schools work,  
Leyland Olympians of  Thamesdown, G521WJF and G523WJF 
Warrington Borough Transport: A further ex Dublinbus Olympian has arrived 180 (P462SWC) 
and ex RA322, another f/n 181 ia expected to follow 
Wrigleys (Irlam): New here is Setra S-210 H310ECK now registered as 26GNW 

Scotland 
Aberfeldy Motor Services:  A new arrival is SP08FJX a Mercedes-Benz O.815D/Sitcar C29F 
Allan (Gorebridge): Scania /Irizar B15DWA and B17DWA have been re registered as SK05AFY 
and SK05AFZ and have been sold to Plaxtons at Anston. 
Ayrways (Ayr): A few arrival to note Volvo B10M / Plaxton H912JVR, Volvo B10M / Jonckherre 
M631KJU and Mercedes-Benz O.815 /Sitcar SV53ELJ. Coaches being re-registered are 
R870MRD to K100AYR; R914ULA to K200AYR and M631KVU to K600AYR. Volvo B12T / Van 
Hool AIG1907 was destroyed by fire in late June. 
D & E Coahces (Inverness): A pair of former Maynes (Buckie) Berkhof bodied Volvo B10Ms have 
been sold to Mossley (dealer) B6YST registered back to X444GXM and B5YST regôd back as 
GM02GSM. B6YST now adorns Bova Futura M99BUS 
Dood of Troon: New here is a former Lothian Olympian G343CSG 
Fitzcharles (Grangemouth): Two Volvo B9R/Sunsundeugi to note are FJ08FYT and FJ08FYU. 
Irvine (Law):  A couple of arrival of late have been Dennis Dart SLF KW02CVS and Optare Solo 
M880SL MX07NUA 
Lothian Buses: Details of the latest large batch of Wright Eclipse bodied Volvo B9TLs H48/32F 

887 SN08BWZ 896 SN08BXJ 905 SN08BXV 916 SN08BYH 

888 SN08BXA 897 XN08BXK 906 SN08BXW 917 SN08BYK 

889 SN08BXB 898 XN08BXL 909 SN08BXZ 918 SN08BYL 

890 SN08BXC 899 SN08BXM 910 SN08BYA 919 SN08BYM 

891 SN08BXD 900 SN08BXO 911 SN08BYB 920 SN08BYO 

892 SN08BXE 901 SN08BXP 912 SN08BYC 921 SN08BYP 

893 SN08BXF 902 SN08BXR 913 SN08BYD 922 SN08BYR 

894 SN08BXG 903 SN08BXU 914 SN08BYF 923 SN08BYT 

895 SN08BXH 904 SN08BXV 915 SN08BYG 924 SN08BYU 
At present there is no 907 or 908 and all are allocated to Longstone garage. 
Also new are six Volvo B7RLE / Wright Eclispe B38F 161 (SN58BYM), 162 (SN58BYO), 163 
(SN58BYP), 164 (SN58BYR), 165 (SN58BYS) and 166 (SN58BYT). 161 and 162 are at Central 
with the others at Maritime. More are due but will carry the Eclipse 2 bodywork, with one being 
showed at the Euro Expo BusShow at the NEC. 
McColl (Dumbarton): New here is ex Greyhound Volvo B10M/Plaxton M100TPT 
Moffat & Williamson: A couple of recent arrivals are SJ03FPW a Volvo B7R / Plaxton C70F, 
PR06PET similar but with a disabled access lift, and an Optare Solo M920, still running in all white 
colour,  MX54KXR. Wadham Stinger bodied Dennis Javelin BSK791 has been re registered back 
to M802ASL and sold on to Golden Eagle. 
Order of Malta (Stirling): A pair of Mercedes 411CDi with Frank Guy bodies are NJ08BHV and 
NJ08BHW. 
Passenger Travel (Whitburn):  A pair of Marshall Minibuses have beenbought from Bu-Val buses 
R101VLX and R104VLX. 
Perrymans (Berwick): Three MAN /MCV Evolutions are now in operation on local bus work  
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AJ58PZB, AJ58PZC and AJ58PZE 

Southern England 
Buzzlines (Hythe): Volvo / Plaxton HPB375 has been re-registered back to P255YFR 
Chalkwell (Sittingbourne):  Dennis Javelin P102MKK is now with Newton of Guildford 
Eastonways (Ramsgate): Just arrived is former Stagecoach Dart N110CET (32934) purchased 
from Ensign. It joins N105CET in the fleet 
Kent Coach Tours (Ashford): A recent arrival as YN08SOU a C70F Dennis Javelin /Plaxton 
Kent Top Travel: Having won the tender for the Canterbury Park and Ride new Darwen Olympus 
bodied Volvo B9s have been bought 301 (PO58KPN), 302 (PO58KPP) and 303 (PO58KPR). 
PO58KPL has also been noted on delivery and may be fleet number 300 but confirmation is 
awaited. New single decks are also due but until their arrival Enviro 200s MX56NLN and KX07HEU 
have seen use. Enviro 200 KX58GUU was noted late in the month on the Sturry Rd service. 
Leoôs Pride (Herne Bay): Two second hand arrival during the summer have been YN05BVB a 
Neoplan C43FT from Kingdoms of Tiverton and YN05HDJ a Scania / Irizar C49FT purchased from 
Haytons of Burnage. 
Renown (Bexhill): Three more Denis Dart SLF / Plaxton Pointer have been added T439EBD, 
W558JJV and W671TNV. 
Southdown PSV: Sold from Fleet: Dart Alexander X242 ABU to Shamrock Buses Poole. DAF 
Plaxton T130 AUA to Wealden (dealer) Tonbridge. DAF Optare S160 JUA withdrawn placed into 
sales stock. New to Fleet: W107 RNC Dart Plaxton now Fleet number 107 purchased from Bluebird 
Manchester. SN53 LWL Dart Plaxton now Fleet number 105 purchased from Wealden (dealer) 
Tonbridge. 

South West 
Crudge  (Smeathorpe): A recent arrival is R202 WYD  Volvo / Van Hool from Hazell (Northlew) 
Down  (Mary Tavy): Two arrival from Hookways are Y373BFS a Volvo / Jonckherre and 
L975OWY a Volvo / Plaxton 
Fricker (W-S-M): Here from Hookways is M829PHN a Volvo /Plaxton 
Hookways  (Exeter): Quite a few arrivals this month IJZ9542  Volvo /  Van Hool  
from Brooks (Rymarsh); PUI3791 Volvo Plaxton from Dawlish Coaches; PUI3792  Volvo /  Van 
Hool from Dawlish Coaches; J98UBL Dennis Javelin / Berkhof from Fricker (W-S-M.); 
WIB7190 Volvo Jonckheere from Woodley (Wokingham); L723JUD   Volvo / Jonckheere 
from Watson (Staindrop); P10GPD Volvo / Berkhof  from Belle Vue (Manchester); R633VYB  Volvo 
/ Van Hool from Ellaway (Soulbury); FJ03ABU  Volvo / Jonckheere from Ellis (Acton) 

Wales 
Drakes Travel (Blaina): Now here is ex Arriva Meresyside Neoplan L404TKB 
Goodsir & Hughes (Holyhead): An ex TWM Metrobuse acquired is C897FON. This has been 
joined by M119XSR a Volvo B6 /Plaxton B38F from the same source. 
South Wales Transport: I neglected to put the type down for the new vehicles mentioned last 
month, they are ADL Enviro 200 with MCV Evolution bodies 

The West Midlands 
DeCourcey: Soon to enter service is P861VFG an East Lancs bodied Scania 
Hansons (Stourbridge): Mini Pointer Dart DK56LWJ has left the fleet and can now be found at 
Central Connect. Brand new are two Enviro 200s BX58BEY and BX58BFA. These replace 
J119HGF and J121HGF which are now withdrawn. 
Heartlands Travel (Tamworth):  A very recent arrival is K510RJX a DAF SB220 / Ikarus Citibus 
recently withdrawn by Arriva North West at St Helens 
Sandwell Travel: A second ex Bournemouth East Lancs bodied Dennis Dart has been added 
M457LLJ.It joins M458LLJ already here. 

Irish Happenings 

 
CityBus: New are five Volvo B9TL/ Wright Eclispe Gemini H45/30F  2350-4 (SEZ2350-4) 
First Aircoach are awaiting delivery of 19 Volvo / Jonckherre 53 seat tri axle coaches that will  



14 

replace the current fleet of Setra coaches which will be sold in the UK. 

National Express Service News 

 
Classic (Anfield Plain): Now here and seeing use on the 425 and 426 service from the North East 
to London are Scania K340EB/Caetano Levantes 8928 (FJ57KGK), 8929 (FJ08KMA), 8930 
(FJ08KME), 8931 (FJ08KMF) and 8932 (FJ08KMG). These replace Van Hool bodied DAFs 
inherited from Northumbria. 
South Gloucs Bus and Coach:  New arrivals here are six Scania K340EB6 / Caetano Levantes 
FJ58AKN, FJ58AKO, FJ58AKP, FJ58AKU, FJ58AKV and FJ58AKX 

New Deliveries 

Arrowebrook YN58FXL Irisbus Euro Rider / Plaxton Paragon 
Attain (Birmingham) YN58BEU Scania Irizar 
Bryn Melyn (Ruabon) MX58AAU Optare Versa B38F 
Clyde Coast (Ardrossan) FJ58LSC Volvo Sunsundeugi 
Hills (Wolverhampton) YN58BHX Scania / Irizar 
Islwyn Borough Transport YJ58BZK (11) Optare Solo M1020 
Moffat & Williamson MW58HGW ?? / Plaxton 
Pencoed Travel (Pencoed) WA58EOM Bova FHD127.365 C53FT 
Plan It Travel (Chelsfield) YR58RSY Scania / Irizar PB 
Safeguard (Guildford) WA58EOO Volvo B12B Van Hool C49FT 
Sewards (W-S-M) WA58EOS Bova Futura 
Swanns (Chadderton) BV58MKL Mercedes-Benz Tourismo 
 
Waltons (Freckleton) FJ58AHZ Optimo 
   ñ                 ñ OU58BOF Ayats 
 

Alexander Dennis (Falkirk) 
 
30th September 2008 
First                   
Enviro 400      SN58CDY (33527), SN58TDZ (33528), SN58CEF, SN58CEK 
Stagecoach Enviro 400       MX58FSS    
Arriva Yorkshire  Enviro 400         YJ58CHK   
Demo Enviro 200/300     SN08AEW 
 
7th September 2008 
Stagecoach 
Enviro 400           MX58FTE, MX58FSP, MX58FSY 
First 
Enviro 400            SN58CFY, SN58CEF (33530), SN58CEJ (33531), SN58CEO (33533), 
                             SN58CFM (33546), SN58CFU (33549) 
Arriva 
Enviro 400            YJ58FHH (1907) 
 
15th September 2008 
First London 
Enviro 400             SN58CEU (33534), SN58CEV (33535), SN58CEY (33537), 
                              SN58CFV (33550), SN58CEX (?), SN58CEK (33532), SN58CFA (33538) 
Arriva 
Enviro 300             CX58EVL, CX58EVT  Enviro 400             YJ58FHN (1911) 
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Stagecoach 
Enviro 300             GX58GNF, GX58CNZ  Enviro 400              MX58FTA 
                     
21st September 2008 
Stagecoach Enviro 400              MX58FTE, MX58FTF, MX58FTT, MX58FTP 
 Enviro 200             GX58GNN,  Body numbers 8303/12, 15, 17 
First London Enviros 400            SN58CGF (33555), SN58CGG (33556) 
 
28th September 2008 
Dublin Bus Enviro 400              08D30051, 08D30052 
Translink Enviro 200              VEZ3545 
Arriva Enviro 400               GN58DSO, GN58BSY 
First London 
Enviro 400               SN58CHH, SN58CGE (33554) SN58CGK (33557) 
Stagecoach, Manchester  
Enviro 400                MX58FUF 
Stagecoach              Body number  8303/1 
 

Around the Dealers 

 

Ensign 
 
Vehicles In 
From Stagecoach Manchester: Olympian D272JVR Volvo B10M's M948TSX N446XVA M404BFG 
From Stagecoach Yorkshire: Volvo B10B's M38PVN P512UUG Dart N110CET. 
From Arriva Midlands: Volvo D10M's C147NRR E150BTO H659/71/82GPF. 
From Go-Ahead NE: Solo's S250/1KNL T467BCN 
From Metroline: Darts DMS16/29 DLD54/63 DLS101/102. 
From London United: M46/147/157/1029. 
From Dublin Bus: Olympians 96-D-261/281/302/305/306/320/322 97-D-327/328/330/331/333. 
From TGM: Olympian H48MJN. 
From Travelmasters, Sheerness: Volvo D10M XIL4338. 
 
Vehicles Out. 
M38: Delta Force Paintball, Newcastle. 
M1312 M1326: The Party Bus (Sussex) , Eastbourne. 
M1332: Mr Damien Hughes, Dublin, for preservation. 
M1367: OTT , Ramsgate. 
Bristol VR HJB456W: Falli Lacatena SRL, Italy. 
D10M's C147NRR E150BTO: Fowlers Coaches, Holbeach Drove. 
D10M F306MYJ: Travelmasters, Sheerness. 
D10M XIL4348: Hamiltons Travel, Leics. 
Olympians G339/43KKW J122AAO: Macphersons Coaches, Swadlincote. 
Olympian G761UYT: North Somerset Coaches, Weston-super-Mare 
Dublin Olympian 96-D-323 now P434SWC with Red Route Buses, Northfleet. 
Dominators G802THA H804AHA: Heyfordian, Bicester, Ox. 
Dominator H133GVM: PVS for scrap. 
Dominator H137GVM: Abbey Coaches, Hull. 
Darts J516/37GCD: ACL Travel, Hewish, Somerset. 
Dart R713YWC: Sold in Eire 
Dart M457LLJ: Sandwell Travel, West Bromwich. 
Darts S515/27KFL: Central Buses, Sutton Coldfield. 
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Darts S516/18/24/25KFL: A2Z Travel, Walsall. 
Dart S522KFL: Galleon Travel, Stansted. 
Darts S513/4KFL: Carousel Buses, High Wycombe. 
Volvo B6BLE's P338/42/44/46JND: Bakers Coaches, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Volvo B6BLE P345JND: Tates Travel, Barnsley. 
Volvo B10B P514UUG: Richardson Travel, Midhurst, W Sussex. 
Volvo B10B P512UUG: Mullaneys Coaches, Watford. 
Volvo B10B P515UUG: Chambers Coaches, Bures. 
Solo T456BCN: Dartline Coaches, Exeter. 
Solo T468BCN: Grindles Coaches, Glos. 
Metrorider P638ARN Dart K709KGU Olympian D272JVR: BBC TV, London (These have been 
used for a future episode of Top Gear. Suffice to say they will not be used on the road again...i had 
a bit of a preview!!) 
 

Volvo (Loughborough) 
 
Tony Allen called on September 29th, noting these through the fence 
 
FB53GFY Ds 
W302SBC B10M Co 
J511LRY B10M Co 
N334CVP Ds Jv 
K2AME DAF Co - Angel, London titles 
Y157CGF Vo 
J707CWT B10M Pn 
R124HEV Ka S250 
W833PFB B6BLE Wt First livery 
X301AKY MAN 
SF05XYY B12B Je 
SJ04KFA Vo 
YC02CHF B12M Ssd 
FL02ZXZ B12M Bf 
FB05HYR did I get this one wrong? 

VAZ4859 B10M VH - Smith, Liskeard titles 
Y313KDP Vo B6 EL 
KC02EEV B12M Bf 
L514EHD DAF VH 
K3AME DAF Co - Angel, London titles 
J864KHD DAF Pn 
96-C-21816 info please? 
IXI1000 Ulsterbus titles - info please? 
FJ05APF B12B Bf 
TJI4830 Sca? 
Y752NAY B10M Co 
X587KPY Io 397E Bs 
SF05XZN B12B Je 
SE51DZU B12T 

Preservation News 

 

Vehicles 
 
The Yorkshire Heritage Bus Company Ltd was set up in 2006 when the preserved fleet of the 
Halifax Joint Committee was spun off into a separate company. The following vehicles are used 
AEC Regent 3 BCP671 (Halifax Green, Orange & Cream); Routemaster 214CLT (London 
Transport Red);  Regent 5 PFN858 (Black & Ivory); AEC Bridgemaster  3747RH (Black & Ivory); 
AEC Regent 5 LJX198 (Red with a white front); AEC Regent 5 MDJ918E (Red & Cream); Guy 
Arab 3 KTC615 currently under restoration (Dark Blue & Red);  MCW Metrobus Open Top 
DTG370V (Ivory & Black) 
Former Kentish Bus Dennis Dart /Northern Counties DRN116 has been bought by Mr Robert 
Thompson. 
 

Events 

 
Dewsbury Bus Museum:    9th November - Open Day and Autumn Transport Fair 
The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft:  16th November - Twilight Trolleybuses 
Bluebell Railway:  16th November ï Vintage Bus Running Day 
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Aston Manor Road Transport Museum:  23rd November ï Annual Collectors Fair 
London Transport Museum:  28/29th November - Guided Tours at Acton Depot 
Oxford Bus Museum:  30th November ï Event 
Sometimes the above events can be cancelled at short notice ï so please check before hand, as 
you do not want a wasted journey  
 

Event Reports 
 

Pontypool & Blaenavon Transport Rally 24th August 2008 ï Mike Pinder 
 

Showers and Sunshine for Cars, Commercials, 1 x Ambulance and 2 x Police cars and the buses 
were represented by. 
BKG 713B   AEC      Western Welsh 713    FUH 370D   Leyland  Western Welsh 1370 
JMA 413L   Bristol  North Western 413        LNY 536D   Leyland  Caerphilly 36 
MJP 59K    AEC      Tomlinson                    OAX 9F        Bristol  Red & White 968 
RTH 931S   Bristol  First O/T 3991              SWO 986     Bristol  Red & White DS 758 
WPT 738    Bedford  Peakes                        XWO 911     Leyland  Hills 
Also present were:- 
AYS 9B Leyland Leopard Plaxton Panorama named "Rita Alice"  for K.G.B Model Truck Display, 
Kidderminster. 
XFU 484K Ford Plaxton Elite 2 with HONDA titles also from Kidderminster 
 
For the Rail enthusiasts 73128 named "Silver Jubilee" in both English & Welsh on a "proper" metal 
plate hauling electric unit 1198. And due to appear on 13 & 14th September 0-6-2 5600 class 
No.5619 a Steam loco in the Valleys again. 
 

West of England, West Country Historic Vehicle Rally ï WestPoint, Exeter Sunday 21st 
September 2008, from Barry Harper 

Buses      

OD7497 AEC Regent LYF104  Leyland Titan OHY938 Bristol KSW 

UFJ296 Guy Arab 8159EL Leyland Titan 497CLT AEC Routemaster 

86GFJ Leyland Titan VDN121S Bristol VRT AJH854T Bristol VRT 

LFJ862W Bristol VRT A686KDV Leyland Olympian A954SAE Leyland Olympian 

H262MFX Dennis Dom. FTT704 Bristol  931GTA Leyland Atlantean 

DHW351W Bristol VRT DOD518 Bristol L5G JFJ873 Daimler CVD6SD 

LTA772 Bristol LWL5G 675COD Bristol SUS4A 338EDV Bristol SUL4A 

274KTA Bristol SUL4A VOD88K Bristol LH KJD413P Bristol LH 

HFG923V Leyland Nat 2 A927MDV Ford Transit C526FFJ Ford Transit 

L401VCV Dennis Dart M204DRG Optare Derwent   

WA54JVZ ADL Dart Pointer  (Plymouth Citybus)   

YJ55YHM Optare Solo - entered by Target Travel Plymouth   

PHA506G BMMO S22 KEL405 Bristol LL   

      

Coaches      

KJH731 Bedford OB FFX458 Bedford MLC OTT98 Bristol LS6G 

SFJ904 Bedford SBG 759MDV Bristol MW 100VRL AEC Reliance 

EDV505D Bristol MW OAX9F Bristol RELH AFM103G Bristol RELH 

FDG468L AEC Reliance PRW137M Leyland Leopard NNC855P AEC Reliance 

FDV803V Leyland Leopard CSU938 Leyland Leopard D101GHY Volvo B10M 

RDB846 AEC Reliance 960HTT AEC Reliance 643HAA Bedford  

RNW692W Bedford CYD724C Bristol RELH AFH186T Leyland Leopard 

      

Late Entrances     
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CTT513C AEC Regent A747DWP Bedford DNY534V Leyland Tiger 

OFX621X Leyland Nat. 2 LFJ873W Bristol VRT   

VX04GHF Transbus Trident  Entered by Stagecoach Cheltenham & Glos (No.18082)                  

 

Museum Reports 
 

Bristol Collection, Kemble, 3rd August 2008  ï Mike Pinder & Steve Jenner 
Noted - 7 x Air connected items, 2x Fire, and only the one bus TWS 910T Bristol VRT D/D Bristol 
5129 
A tram body S/D is under restoration with no markings whatsoever to identify it. 
A nice little museum, in less the size of half an aircraft hanger, photographically OK but everything 
close together. Toilets and small shop - could be moving again soon as building permission 
granted for another museum on Filton Airfield, Would this include the buses owned by the group? 
We wait to see. 
 

Gloucester Folk Museum, Westgate Street 11th September 2008. 
I knew there were no buses again; however I was tempted to visit, by a Fire Engine, a Traction 
Engine and other such delights. However when I got there I found that the Transport section did not 
now exist. The Fire Engine (the last Metz Turntable ladder delivered from Germany before the Last 
War)is now in store at Swindon, the traction engine has gone to where ?? A horse drawn tram is 
under restoration off site in Gloucester. so what a great time I had on my days off this week, never 
saw a preserved bus at all, and to top it off on the way home to Wales by train from Portsmouth we 
were told to disembark at Southampton cross over to another platform and get a train to 
Basingstoke and Reading and then get the HST from Reading to Newport, all due to a fire at 
Warminster, never mind good value for money on that one and it will soon be my days off again 
next week. I wonder----?!!? 

Out and About 
 
September 29th 
London Heathrow 
Central Bus Station 
National Express (the 
following companies 
was doing Nat Ex work 
in the brand colours or 
white, the fleet number 
it will be at the end of 
reg in brackets) 
 
Burtonôs Coaches 
YN05 VRT 
 
Classic Coaches 
FJ07 DWF (8925), 
FJ07 DWG (8926) 
 
Dhillon 
Y304 HUA (D304), 
PG02 YWE (ON 501) 
 
Dot2Dot 
BD57 ETU, BD57 ETX,  
BD57 EUB, BD57 EUP, 
BD57 EUT, KX08 DKP, 
KX08 DLH, KX08 DLJ, 
KX08 HNF,  
BF57 LFU (1001), 

BF57 LFX (1004),  
BF57 LGA (1007), 
BF57 LGC (1008), 
BF57 LGN (2003), 
BF57 LGO (2004), 
 
Excelsior Bournemouth 
BU08 CGG 
 
First Coaches 
WX51 AJU (20511), 
YN06 CGU (23321), 
YN06 CGV (23322), 
YN06 CGX (23323), 
YN06 CGY (23324), 
YN06 CGZ (23325), 
YN54 NXT (23310), 
YN54 NXY (23306), 
YN55 PHJ (23318), 
YN55 PHK (23319), 
YN55 PXH (23317), 
YN55 PXL (23320) 
CU04 AYP (20550) 
 
First Cymru 
CU03 AVD (20539),  
FJ56 OBO (23501), 
FJ56 PFG (23502), 
FJ56 PFN (23504), 

WM04 NYV (23205), 
WM04 NYW (23206), 
WM04 PHK (23207), 
WV52 FAM (20521), 
WX03 ZFG (20534), 
WX51 AKY (20513), 
WX53 WFP (20544), 
YN04 YHX (23203), 
YN04 YHZ (23204) 
 
First Devon & Cornwall 
CU53 AEG (20548), 
WK02 UMB (20519), 
WK02 UMC (20520), 
WK52 SVV (20529), 
WV52 FCX (20523), 
WX53 WGG (20546), 
WX53 WGJ (20545), 
 
First Somerset & Avon 
WV02 EUP (20514), 
WV02 EUR (20515), 
WV02 EUT (20516), 
WV52 KTJ (20525) 
 
Go Wilts & Dorset 
YN07 EWS (2140), 
YN07 EWT (3251) 
 

National Express 
Y326 HUA (D326), 
Y327 HUA (D327), 
Y329 HUA (D329), 
FH05 URR (VC4), 
FJ06 URG (VC7), 
FJ06 URH (VC5), 
FJ07 DVL (SC5), 
FJ57 KGE (SC43), 
FJ57 KGF (SC45), 
FJ57 KHD (SC36), 
FJ57 KHF (SC38), 
FJ57 KHH (SC44), 
FJ57 KHL (SC24), 
FJ57 KHY (SC19), 
FJ57 KJO (SC41), 
FJ57 KJU (SC40), 
FN06 FLH (VC10), 
FN06 FMC (VC8), 
FN07 BZB (VC16), 
LK53 KVO (V26), 
LK53 KVP (V43), 
LK53 KVT (V41), 
LK53 KVW (V37), 
LK53 KVX (V36), 
LK53 KVY (V35), 
LK53 KVZ (V34), 
LK53 KWA (V33), 
LK53 KWD (V31) 
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LK53 KWE (V30), 
LK53 KWF (V29), 
LK53 KXA (V28), 
LK53 KXB (V27), 
SP04 HRL (VP1), 
SP04 HRM (VP2), 
ST52 GZD (VP3), 
YN05 WJJ (NXL21), 
YN05 WJL (NXL25), 
YN05 WJO (NXL22), 
YN05 WJU (NXL24), 
YN55 NDZ (NXL32) 
 
South Gloucestershire 
Bus Company 
FJ58 AKN, FJ58 AKP, 

FJ58 AKU, FJ58 AKV, 
FJ58 AKX, YP02 AAV 
 
Tellings Golden Miller 
KP51 UEW, KU02 
YUG, 
LB52 UYK, YN54 
WWF, 
YN54 WWG, YN55 
WSW 
 
Transdev Bournemouth 
Travel 
HF53 OBG (314), 
HF54 JUK (310), 
HF54 JUO (313), 

FJ06 GGE (319), 
 
Trathens Travel 
Services 
HSK ï 655, 658, 659, 
660 
LSK ï 815, 819, 821, 
824, 825 
NBW ï 999 
 
Veolia Birmingham 
YN55 NDV (C001), 
YN55 NDX (C002), 
YN55 PXA (C009), 
YN55 PXO (C005) 
 

Veolia East Midlands 
CN53 FVX (5305), 
FA04 LJL (0401), 
FJ54 ZDH (5403), 
FJ54 ZDK (5405), 
FJ54 ZDK (5406), 
FJ56 PBX (5618), 
FJ56 PBZ (5620), 
FJ56 PCF (5615), 
FN06 FKZ (0626), 
FN06 FLG (0625), 
 
Virgin Atlantic Branding 
(Nat Ex) 
Y322 HUA (D322),  
Y324 HUA (D324) 

 

A Scottish Sojourn (Part 2) ï Alan Hayward 
 
Indeed ñClansmanò and so we had two boats on the one day. On boarding we were instructed 
albeit very nicely to ñplease wipe your feet, this is the Clansmanò. Like all Cal Mac vessels another 
superb ship. 
 
West Coast Motors service 918 departure to Fort William arrived empty and we were lucky to get a 
front seat. To say this was the most smoothest beautifully quiet vehicle we have been on is an 
understatement. It was driven beautifully and just floated along the side of Loch Linnie up to our  
destination amidst magnificent scenery.  
 
On arrival at Fort William a number of Stagecoach vehicles were noted and we then found our way 
by taxi to our B & B for the night. Sadly the bus station appeared to be deserted that evening. 
 
Next day we made our way to the station via Stagecoach service number 45, which we noted 
passing our B & B and cleverly picked it up, unbeknown to us, on its outward run having stood at 
the wrong bus stop to go directly to town (glad it is not only me that does this - ed). We had a wee 
tour of the brae above where we were staying, which was already up a hill, and had a superb view 
over the town. The driver was most helpful and dropped us off as near to the station as he could.  
 
At the station, our engine 62005 Lord of the Isles was waiting, an LNER K1 class and we found our 
seats. Departure was prompt 1t 10.20am and after having the customary half hour stop at 
Glenfinnan (where we were passed by the Mallaig to Fort William service comprised of a pair of 
class 156 units), then a while later we passed at Arisaid 47804 and an unidentified class 37 on the 
rear of the Royal Scotsman train also on its way to Fort William. We arrived at Mallaig at 12.25 and 
dropped the bags off at the B & B, as we were hoping to catch the Cal Mac ferry for the ñSmall Isles 
Cruiseò leaving at 2.30pm. 
 
The weather in Oban had been beautiful and on Mull and on our journey to Fort William and on to 
Mallaig, but had become a little windier and cloudier. However, we thought it seemed Okay and the 
lady in the booking office didnôt say anything detrimental so we purchased our tickets. The trip was 
due to return at 9pm that night a good six hours sail Ha, Ha, 
We went for the views and hopefully to set foot on the island to ñbagò them as the saying goes. On 
boarding we noticed on the dockside at coach in Trafalgar Tours colours but with the Battersby 
name on the front (as in Morecambe), but was unable to identify it at that distance.  
Well views there werenôt, it closed in, it got windier and one of us was inside nearly the whole time, 
the other was togged up and moving in and out. There was only one vehicle on board and a 
number of passengers fro the four islands. We docked at Eigg, after an hour or so and I ran down 
the gang plank and back, then after a further 40 minutes it was Muck and I set foot ashore again. 
Then it was what should have been superb views as the vessel ñLoch Nevisò passed behind Rhum 
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on her way to Canna, The wind was in the SE thus causing a somewhat sideways and not 
especially comfortable to those land lubbers like ourselves. We  docked at Canna and then another 
hour or so at Rhum where eventually we tied up at the jetty and the weather so dab we could 
hardly see it. Finally she set off back to Mallaig and no one was gladder to see the lights and 
friendly welcoming arms of that delightful harbour than we were. 
Vehicles seen over the weekend 
Between Glasgow Central and Queen Street    

First Group       

53203 61646 32567 61044 61549 69012 61595 

40768 61490 62952 42885 61511 61455 40770 

40776 61431      

Arriva 4405      

Stagecoach  52354 20197    

Buses seen in Oban      

West Coast Motors      

R74GNW J40WCM R303VSB J80WCM GX08AUT SF06HFN  

YJ05PYT SSU727 J60WCM YJ07EHC K300WCM P204RUM  

W689XSB W100WCM      

Smoothie Cruisers Coach   W600SOU    

Stagecoach  52352 on a service to Dundee   

Outside a hotel on Oban seafront     

SN05DWF  Clan McLean  SN54LRD Clan Graham   

Fort William on 22nd August 2008     

Stagecoach       

J121XHH SV57BFU SN56AXU (No. 27590)    

S658JSE No. 52680 R121OPS (No. 52421)    

 

Cassandraôs Corner 
(or the posh birds view from the North Midlands) 

 
RML Travel - additional P490CAL, Mercedes 709 Plaxton Beaver B27F formerly Arriva fleet 
number 1390. ï additional J55RML ex Stagecoach 40542 
Scragg (Bucknall) ï additional R671LFV Mercedes Vario ex Stagecoach North West re registered 
to PUI5558. additional R455PRH Mercedes 814 Plaxton Beaver B27F ex East Yorkshire Motor 
service. In July 08 Mercedes TM Travel on hire 
D&G ï additional P513UUG Volvo B10 Wright Endurance DP47F ex Stagecoach Yorkshire fleet 
number 21025 
Painted in a dashing mid green, dedicated livery for ó118 Buxton Flyerô. Although previous service 
revisions stated that First Potteries retained the 118 Hanley ï Buxton with D&G operating the 
Sundays. The fact is that D&G also operate the Monday ï Saturdays. This service which has 
existed for many years used to run through to Sheffield by PMT (Potteries Motor Traction) and later 
shared (to Buxton with North Western and later Trent. 118 now operates to Buxton only with 
onward connection to Sheffield (First South Yorkshire) PMT used National, National 2s, and Darts, 
First used 60129 (R345GHS) Volvo B10 Plaxton C55F which had the advantage of coach seats but 
retained a disabled unfriendly high floor and was prone to óthingsô dropping off, which did not 
inspire customer confidence. The coaches were replaced by ókneelingô Scaniaôs which were 
disabled friendly but of course had hard seats only suitable for short hops not a 75 minute ride over 
pot ï holes. The (P513UUG) has comfy seats but a large step bothers the wheel chair user or 
buggie. The use of this bus confirms my belief that the only way to improve bus services in North 
Staffordshire is to park a Stagecoach bus way outside the bay outside Firstôs (Hanley Bus Station) 
office (hey, fellaôs the posh birds got a point ï Ed) 
Further service revisions bring Copelands of Meir into Leek on the 16 from Hanley shares with 
D&G. Another positive step is the provision of a night service Leek ï Hanley and return at 
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0300/Sundays operated by RML. Anyone whoôs traveled on the last bus back to the village after a 
Saturday boozing will sympathise with the driver from a Leek point of view it will transfer the mass 
brawl at chucking out time to the bus station (Oi! Get on with it ï Ed) 
 
Winners & Losers 
Aimeeôs (Leek) ï Have lost:- 
423 Mon ï Fri Leek ï Biddulph ï Mowcop to Guide Issue Bakerbus (bringing Bakers into Leek 
446 Mon only Leek ï Hartington ï Bakewell 
458 Tue/Sat only Leek ï Hartington ï Hanley 
405 Mon ï Fri Leek ï Hartington ï Leek 
To Phil Clowes  
Aimeeôs retain school contracts 
Aimeesôs Mercedes 614 Y231CFS reregistered to KAZ777 formally on Mercedes 709 N68GPU ï 
sold sometime ago 
On Saturday 20th September 2008 D & Gôs dedicated (118) Buxton Flyer P513GPU was grounded, 
its replacement was - from subsidiary CHOICE, fleet number  153 S3CLA Optare L1150 B47F 
(more disabled friendly!) but suffered a cataclysmic failure at Blackshaw (A53) on its last trip of the 
day 1805 Buxton ï Hanley. The driver in fault identification mode was assisted by a number of 
amateur óexpertsô (ie. theyôd traveled on a blue/ivory bus before ----), a barrack room lawyer and a 
drunk. Oh calamity! 
 
Wardle ï Additional ï YJ57EHD & WT08BUS 
Alton Towers ï additional YN08NXK/NXL/NXM YD02RGY 
 
On 20th September the connecting 218 Buxton ï Sheffield First South Yorkshire Fut. 61200 
YU52VXR 
 
Remember; get Pinder before he gets us! D&G is natures way of proving that the lowest tender is 
not always the best. 
 

Bus spots 
 
Back on our travel with Mike Pinder this time guiding you through a bit of Yorkshire 
Greys Travel 
From junction  36 of the M1 go to the roundabout ,take the last exit (Signed Elsecar Heritage 
Centre),follow these brown signs until you come to the Heritage Centre on your right hand side, 
keep going for about another 3/4 mile and GREYS appears on your right hand side opposite the 
village pub. All vehicles are visible from the roadside. Nearest toilet facilities at the Heritage Centre 
which is also well worth a visit to check the Rail related items and Fire Engines. 
 
K & J Travel (Rufforth) 
Bus to Wetherby from York passes the depot at Rufforth Airfield, most vehicles are in a garage or 
covered by lorries making viewing almost impossible from the road. 
 
By Car 
From York or the Northern Bypass take the B 1224 Wetherby Road until you come to the Airfield. 
Beware of low flying gliders and Microlights when visiting, No toilet fascilities available. 
 
 
Harrogate Coach Travel 
This is also out of York or the Northern Bypass road onto the B 1224 Wetherby Road. Travel 
through the villages of Rufforth, Long Marston and just before the village of Bickerton take a right 
turn onto a road marked Tockwith Industrial Estate. Harrogate Coach Travel is on this Industrial 
Estate. 
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Harrogate & District (Blazefield). 
Walking 
From Harrogate bus station (Which is next to the Railway station) take any bus marked 
Knaresborough (Services 100,101.102)alight at Starbeck Railway Station, cross over the road and 
the depot is slightly to your right hand side. Most vehicles can be seen from the road. 
By Car 
Situated on the Harrogate - York road (A 59) at Starbeck, between Harrogate and Knaresborough 
the Depot is on the right hand side just before the Rail level crossing. It is possible to park in the 
street next to the depot. The local public house gives the only toilet and food facilities. 
 
Reliance Coaches (J.H. & M.Duff) 
Walking 
From Exhibition Square in York take the Reliance bus for Sutton on Forest which passes the depot. 
By Car 
From York or the Northern Ring road take the B 1363 Signed Sutton on the Forest, after about 7 
miles the depot appears on the right hand side. Some vehicles are visible from the road. 
Nearest toilets and food facilities are the public houses en route. 
 
Yorkshire Coastliner (Malton) 
Follow signs for the Railway Station as the Bus Station and Depot are opposite the Railway 
Station. All vehicles are visible from the roads or footpaths around the Bus Station 
 
Collins Coaches (Barlby). 
By Car 
Take the A 63 off the A 19 York to Selby Road, after about 2 miles take the road marked Skipwith 
(On your left hand side),Collins coaches comes up on your right hand side, Most vehicles can be 
observed from the road, only the odd one being tucked away in the garage. Permission usually 
given to enter the depot  
 
Arriva (Selby) 
Walking 
From the Bus or Rail Station (Next door to each other) go over the road bridge in front of you, take 
the first left ,walk past the Fire Station and the depot is on your left hand side. Only the odd vehicle 
is visible from the road, usually enthusiasts here are treated like zombies, everyone disappears 
before you can seek permission to look around. 
By car 
Go into the centre of Selby, take the A 1041 opposite the Abbey and then the directions are the 
same as for walking. 
Nearest toilets are on the rail station, but plenty of food outlets nearby in the Town Centre. 
 
Crossman Coaches 
By Car 
From York take the A 166 Bridlington road through Stamford Bridge (Toilets, Shops and public 
houses) stay on the A 166 for about another 3 miles and on the right hand side a road marked H.M. 
Prison Full Sutton has a derelict garage on it's corner, this is where the coaches park.All are visible 
from the road or ex garage forecourt. DURING SCHOOL PICK UP TIMES OR HOLIDAYS, 
NOTHING IS STABLED THERE - only the vehicles nearing the scrap yard. 
 

Back Loader 

 
A couple of corrections to the last magazine page 7 First Manchester 37402 is MX58DXN, whilst 
37421 and 37422 should be DYT and DYU. 
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The Gallery
 

SHOWBUS, took place at the IWM Duxford Airfield September 28th 2008 and your editor was 
present having taken Stagecoach Lancaster Dennis Trident 18362 along

 

 
 

Dudleyôs Coaches of Radford had several of 
their smart fleet present  

 

 
 

Your editor and our Eastern Counties man, 
Chris James, caught on the hop by Ken Pitt 

 

 
 

The Delaine of Bourne brought along the two 
latest deliveries AD08DBL and AD58DBL 
showing how classic lines still look good 

 
 

 
 

Not all Routemasters are red, as shown by 
RML2334  

 

 
 

How many VRs des it take to change a light 
bulb? The Emblings fleet 

 

 
 

Now doesnôt this just oose National Bus 
Company, A 1979 vintage Southdown, Duple 

bodied Leyland Leopard 


